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At the turn of the last century, Vienna 
was the capital of a vast empire and 
one of the most exciting artistic 
laboratories in the world. It produced 
painters such as Gustav Klimt, Egon 
Schiele and Oskar Kokoschka, 
architects like Otto Wagner, Adolf Loos 
and Josef Hoffmann, the 
psychoanalyst Sigmund Freud, the 
composer Gustav Mahler and the 
philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein. 
Looking at these and others figures in 
the context of the society in which they 
worked, this talk asks how and why the 
City of Dreams became a cultural 
hotbed around 1900.  
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