
 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 24 June 2025 
 

 

 

 

Images of the British Empire 
Lecturer - Dr John Stevens 

 

At the turn of the twentieth century, the 

British Empire held sway over 

approximately one quarter of the total 

population of the world. British imperial 

power was projected through a variety of 

artistic mediums, from fine portraiture and 

grand imperial buildings to more popular 

forms of imagery. British artists also 

produced countless images of people from 

all over the globe who had become 

subjects of British rule. Through 

considering a variety of paintings, 

buildings and objects from across the 

Empire, this lecture provides a fascinating 

insight into the ways in which the British 

viewed themselves and their subjects in 

the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 

 
 

The Secret of England's Greatness' (Queen 

Victoria presenting a Bible in the Audience 

Chamber at Windsor) by Thomas Jones 

Barker (Wikimedia Commons) 
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Imperial Calcutta - Portrait of Ram Mohan 
Roy (Wikimedia Commons) 

 


