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Rescuing Zeugma from the Floodwaters of the Euphrates

In Spring 2000 an archaeological drama began to unfold on the banks of the
Euphrates river in Turkey, close to the border with Syria. A small team of
French and Turkish archaeologists found a Roman city on the banks of the
river, with mosaics and wall-paintings finer than those of Pompeii. However,
just beside them was the almost completed Birecik Dam, and the Turks had
begun to flood the great reservoir behind it, taking the city under water.

This lecture tells the story of the extraordinary archaeological rescue excava-
tion that then took place (racing the waters for four and a half months as they
rose at a rate of two feet a day) and the fabulous treasures recovered, includ-
ing mosaic floors depicting colourful scenes from myth and legend.

3rd century mosaic from Zeugma on the Euphrates depicting the god Poseidon
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